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The Concept of Wealth and the Deities of Wealth in Vedic Literature:
AShort Analysis

-Dr. Nilachal Mishra

Introduction

Dharma, Artha, and Kama are the main three goals of human life. Among them, Artha
or Wealth 15 more attractive and beneficial in the knowledge of everyone. Wealth 1s the
cherished want ol everybody 1o achieve more success in life. There are many deities in Vedic
literature like Varuna, Soma, Chandra, Kamadeva, Ganesh, Saraswati, etc. In the Classical
age excepl the guardian of Northern quarters and Yakshas, Kubera has been praised as the
Lord of Wealth. Rigveda describes the master of wealth in many places.

Terms mentioning Wealth in the Rigveda

The poets of the Rigveda praise different terms to mention the concept of wealth.
They note more than twenty-three terms 1o describe the meaning of wealth. In Nirukta, Yaska
describes twenty-eight terms Lo communicate wealth. Among the terms those are related to
wealth and are described in the Rigveda as follows:
Ravi

The term "Rayi’ denotes wealth and 1t became trendy in the Rigveda. It appears 264
times in this Veda. The root of the term "Ra' means 'to give'.

* rayiriti dhananama raterdanakarmanah’’
It simply conveys wealth in general but the object represents the term like wealth, For
example, Somais prayed to give wealth(Rayi) in general.

Dhiyam pasha jivatu visminvoerayim soma
rayipatirdadhatu//’

May Pusan chum our thinking, all impelling may soma who is the lord of wealth{rayipati)
give us riches({rayi). Here the term is simply used to convey the meaning of wealth instead of
classifying it

Rayi is also included heroic sons and Indra is prayed to give wealthirayi) in the shape of

heroic or dynamic children * rayim rasi viravantam” (Rv.2,11.13)*

1. Mirakis 4,14
2. BV, 2 40.6,
3 RV.211.13.
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Vasu
The word vasu refers to many Vedic deities whose number is eight, This term like
‘wasu' also means wealth, which occurs 433 tumes in the Ripveda. From the occurrence of 238
times are used and it relates to wealth.
Tvayavayam svradha brahmanaspate sparha vasu manusya daimahi/’
O Lord of prayer, you are the bringer of the wealth and may give us the wealth that men covet.
The term Vasu comes from the root vasu means to live, to protect, to cover, etc. The
word 'vasupaii’ is the lord of wealth, and 1t ocours many times in the Rigveda. Puruvasu 1s
another word related to vasu and which occurs many times in the Rigveda. And the word
pruvasu is also related to having great wealth. (Rigveda. 1.47.10, 2.1.5, etc).” Another word
like "Vasudhiti' means the treasury and which is described 8.8, 4.8.2, etc)."

Raui
Another word 'Rai’ means wealth. Raya is the plural form and is used in the Rigveda.
It occurs 259 times in this Vieda and it traces the root of the same which means to give.
Isirenu te manash sutasya bhakgimahi
Pitrayasyeva ravah/
Soma rajanpra na ayumsi tarirahaniva siiryo vasarani// ( RV, 8.487)
May we with smart knowledge take of the churn soma like it 1s our patronal wealth, and o
soma king, protect our lives like the sun protects the summer times,

Dhana
The word dhana means wealth and 11 ocours 143 nmes inthe Rgveda.

Abhrateva purisa eti practici

Gartarugiva sanayye dhananam/

Jayeva paya usati suvasa usa

Harsreva ni rinite apsal// (RY. 1.124.7)
Like a brotherless woman who keeps the relationship with a man like a person whe climbs
the pilar of the assembly room for gaining wealth and like a well-dressed wife desiring her
husband daylight shows her beauty like & laughing damsel. Probably dhana which is in the
meaning of prize and it is frequently used in the Rgveda.' (RV. 1.81.3,6.45.2, 8 80. 8, 9.
109. 10 etc). Normally it mentions wealth or gift. (RV, 1. 42,6, 10. 18, 2 ete).”
The Rgvedic seers used Dhanada as wealth, prize, and booty frequently. (RV. 1. 33. 2. 6. 19,
5,7.32.17,10.116.8 etc).”

RV 2239, ERV. 1.7

SRV 14710215, 9RV.IELL6452. 8808 5329532010910,
RV 1LIZEE 423 OBV 142610182
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Ridhas
The term Radha is another word for wealth and used in Rgveda 143 times. The
Rgvedic mantrais used for the same like this.
Yamundvimadh srutamudridho gavayvam mrje ni ridho asvam mrje//
(RV.5.52.17)"
Thave gained on Yaruna's famed wealth radha in cattle and wealth in colts. A word like radha
15 used 1o satisfy.
Radhaiti dhananima ridhnuvatyanena/ (Nirukta. 4.4)"
It looks that the word radhas which denotes wealth 1n the horse, chanot, caitle, and Hero
Children.
Gomadasvavadrathavatsuviram....radho.../(RV.5.57.7)"
Supporting this word ridhaspati means the lord of wealth 15 also looked at in the Rgveda (RV,
8.61.14)."
Ratna
In the Rgveda, the word "Ratna’ means jewel and valuable stone which indicated
wealth and gifi and gift and it1s used 66 times in this Veda. The descripuion is like this,
Agnimile purohitamyajfiasya devamptvijam/
Hotdra ratnadhdtamam/(RV. 1.1, 13"
Hence, Agni is described as the illuminator of the sacrifice, the invoker, and the best giver of
wealth means ratnadhatamanh. Here the word Ratma is the Root of ‘ram' which means 'to
enjoy’, In Nirukta, Yaska describes this word like this,
Ramapivanath dhananii datrtamam(Nirukta. 7, 15)"
Vama
The word Vama is extracted from the root Va means *to move” and the real meaning
of this term is wealth, luck, and the preferable wantings like gold and horses, etc, This word
has been found 49 times in the Rgveda. The Maruts are praised and invoked like this,
Agmisca yanmaruto visvavedaso divo
Vahadhva uttaradadhi spubhih/
Te mandasana dhunayo nisadaso
Vaman dhatta yajamanya sunvate//(RV. 5. 6. 'r'}"'F

Variva

The term Variva 18 seen m the Rgveda thirty times and the meanmg of this word 1s
‘wealth'.

Indrah purastid uia madhyayo nah

1LRV 1.332.6,19.5.732.17.10.116 8. 15. RV B.51.14,
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Sakha sakhibhyo varivah krpat/(RV. 10.42.11)"
May the Lord Indra grant wealth to his followers, friends previous and in the middle. Savaga
describes 'Bhrédam vniyate arthibhirti varivah dhanam', (sathapathy. p.07)."
Dravipa
The word like Travipa' has been used m the Rigveda for fifty seven umes o indicate the
wealth. That terms is became very popular in later umes in many lilerature. Vanaspali is
praised in Rigveda like this.

Anjayanti tvamadhvare devyvanto vanaspate madhuna daivyena/

Yad urdhvastistha dravineha dhattadyadva ksayo matarasya upasthe//

(RV.3.8.1)."
Rishi says, O Lord of the Herbs pours the honey i our sacrifice, and bestow wealth or
Dravina means wealth. The people searches that wealth and Dravina means strength.
Because people go by means of it. Dravinoda the word appears in Rigveda for several times
which means giver of wealth or strength. (Satapathy. P.6).°
Magha

The word Magha appears in the Rigveda for fifty seven times which means gift or
wealth or bounty etc.
Parisoma pra dhanva svastaye nrbhih punano abhi vasvayasiram/
Ye te mada ahanaso vihayasastebhirindram codava datave magham//(RV, 9. 75, 5.7
Encourage Indra for bestowing us wealth or magha. This word Magha is the root of mambh
which means to give’. And the word mafhvan appears more than three hundred times in the
Rigveda.
Bhojana

This Bhojana is also sn another word for wealth, prospenity, and food is bhojana,
Justo damuna atithivdueona imam no yajiarupa yahi vidvan/
Viéva agne abhiyujo vihatya Satrnyatma bhara bhojanani/™
There 15 welcome of the guest in residing places request for sacrifice. O Wise! Destroy all
enemies and give us (bhojanani) wealth of our enemies.
Rekna

Reknea is used in the Rigveda for manyiimes.

Parisadyam hyaranasya reko hityasya patyah syama’™

The wealth or rekna is seen to be avoided. We may be the wealth of etemal, O Agni,
please do not corrupt our paths. The word Rekna 13 found as the root ric means 1o leave. 3o
Rekna may be denote to wealth.

I8 RV 5607 22, Setapattirp.6.
1o RN 104211 BV 155
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Vitta
In the Rigveda Vitta denotes health. The description of the Veda s lie this

Visarmanam krpuohi vittamesam ve bhunjate aprnato na ukthaily

Apaunratinprasave vaurdhanabrahmadvisah su r}'ndy:lva}*asw!"
Besides this, there are many descriptions of Gods and Goddesses as the bestower of wealth.
And Such types of descriptions of Vedas are given below lines,
Indrais the Deity of Wealth

Among the deities of the Wealth, Indra occupied an enviable position. He is called as
the champion of the Vedic Arvans. Indra is narrated {or wealth in differemt Rig vedic verses.
The terms like Wealth are applied to him in 440 verses of Rig veda. Indra is not oly the master
of earthly Wealth but in another way He occupies the power of both Wealth like earthly and
heavenly also.

Divvasya vasvoyal/

Parthivasya ksamyasya raja/”
Further it 15 said that, there are three types of Wealth such as the lower Wealth, the medmum
Wealth, and the higher Wealth. And Indra is known as the Master of these three categories of
Wealth.

Tvedindravamam vasuo tvari pusyasi madhyvamam/

Satra viévasya rajasi nakistva gosn vepate/”
According to Sayana, the lower Wealth consists of tin, lead, and etc. when the medium
wealth 15 the consisting of silver and gold, an the lugher wealth 15 said to consist of gems and
jewels.

Adhamam trapusisadikam..

Madhyamar rajatahiranyvadikam

Paramasya ratnh.../”
It is said that, Indra is the ocean of riches(vasvo arpavam R.V.1.51.1) and He is the all the
ways of Wealth like all the rivers come to the sea. “sam jagmire pathya rayvo asmin samudre
na sindhavo vada manah
Agniis the Deity ol Wealth

Agni is described as the Deity of Wealth in many places of the Veda. Agni is the giver
of Beautiful Wealth in Rig Veda like sudravub{R.V.1.94.15), Vaundhiti{R.V.1.128.8), and
rayo dharta dharuno vasvo Agni/ (R.V, 5.15.1)."

IRV TAT

H. RV 5418
T BV, 1.14.11
28, RV, 73116
9.RYV.7.32.16
B0.RV E19.5

HEpa-aeai 3




Agmi opens the door of Wealth. He controls all the Wealth in earth and Heaven. He
controls all the Wealth in the Earth and Heaven.

Tvamasy ksayasivaddha visvam divi yadu dravinam yat prthivyim/

Vasurvasunam ksayasi tvameka idvava ¢ vir pasvatah/™
Agni is known as the Master of all nches in the mountams, rivers, the herbs among all the
people. He is the house of Wealth 'xrasurvasmmm’{m{l.ﬂfi.lﬂ,“ sadanarl rayigim
(R.V.1.96.7). He is worshipped as the protector of the Wealth in th residence 'damuna
grhapatirdamaagnirbhuvadrayipati rayinam'(R.v.1.60.4) ™

Savitr is the Deity of Wealth
The golden deity Savity 1s descnbed as the Master of all nches and 1s descnibed as bestowerof
Wealth in Rigvedic Verses.
Nunarir devebhyo vihi dhati ratmamathabhajdvitinhotram svasthaw/™
He controls Wealth and praised to give liking and very very mice Wealth *srestham no adya
savitar varenyam bhagama suva sa hi ratnadha asi'(RV.10.35.7)." He is also praised as
‘purovasy’ means the giver of great wealth, and who can distribute the wealth of house' vo
ratna puruvasurdadhati/(R.V.7.38.1)." He is known as 'Vasupati' means the Lord of the
Wealth(R.V.7.45.3)."
Sarasvailis the Deity of Wealth

(Goddess Sarasvati is also described as the deity of Wealth in many places of the
Rigveda, She is described as the giver of richness, regulator of Wealth and protector of
Wealth. She 13 known as patron Goddess of rivers and the giver of Wealth.

Apo revatin kgyatha hi vasavah kraturi ca bhadram vibhrthamrtam ca/

Rayadea stha svapathyasya patnih saravati tad grpate vayo dhat/”
Conclusion

From the above discussions it is well known that Wealth is the most precious for
human beings in all stages of life. In ancient times like mn Vedic period also Wealth was
described as the necessary and valuable for a person, and the deities of many bestows wealth
to mankind in many ways, and there 1s no doubtalso,
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