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Ethical Values in the works of Kalidasa
-Dr.Yogini H. Vyas

Values are the basis of human being. As human being man should have to maintain
peace, tolerance, respect, equality, selflessness, sincerity, ethical actions etc. which makes
the human being different from other animals. Kalidasa, the prince in Sanskrit literature,
occupies a unique position both as a great poet and dramatist. Among his seven well-known
creations, the Abhijnana shakuntalam is regarded as an unique creation by the poet and
playwright. It has been observed that the Abhijnana shakuntalam of Kalidasa is based on
equality, morality, intolerance and so on. Hence, it may be an interesting topic to examine the
different aspects of human values as revealed in the world famous play by Kalidasa and find
the relevance, if any for maintain an ethical world he present era.

Kalidasa is undoubtedly the greatest poet of India. His works have been well
recognized by eastern as well as western scholars. In the times of kalidasa the king was the
head of the state as well as of the society. He accepted the age-old maxim-- Raja Kalasya
Karanam."'The king is held responsible for anything happening in his kingdom. When an
untimely death snatches away the life of his son, the Brahmin holds King Rama responsible
for the mishap;’ 1and Rama accepts the blame and hastens to find out the cause of the tragic
incident. When Dushyant learns that Kalidasa has sent the ascetics to him, he begins to
imagine the plausible reasons thereof, one of them being, “ Is the produce of creepers
stopped owing to my misdeeds?’ Kalidasa has given a brief account of an ideal king in the
first canto of the Raghuvamsa , where he extols the kings in the Raghu race in general® and
Dilip, in particular.’

Who, worth the name, is not roused to rejoicing
at the blooming of cultured expressions of Kalidasa
like that of bunchy blossom in sweet abundance.

- Banabhatta in Harshacharitam

1.Vik.,p.217

2. Raghu. xv.42-45
3. Shakun. V.9¢

4. Raghu.1. 5-8
5.1bid., 1 13-30
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At other places also; he suggests the duties of a King. The primeduty of a king is to
look after the welfare of his subjects. The last wish of Kalidasa expressed in the Bharatvakya
of the Shakuntalam contains a message to all kings :” Let the king proceed for the good of
the subjects.’ The King is named Raja because of Prakrutiranjana ,i.e. offering joy to his
subjects.’ This duty must be discharge even at the sacrifice of his own personal happiness."*
He is often compared to the Sun who unfailingly performs his duty for the happinesS of the
universe."’ For the welfare of his subjects he should grant them all-round protection. As the
ascetic in the Shakuntalam proclaims, the king's weapons are for providing protection to the
afflicted.” When Shakuntala is tormented by the bee, her friends declare that she should seek
protection from Dushyanta , because hermitages are, verily, to be protected by the king." " To
convey the love of Shakuntala to Dushyanta Priyamvada begins by saying that it is the duty
of the king to protect all his subjects by removing the affiction befallen upon them.""” Thus
the King is the Gopta, the protector of his subjects."” It is upto the king to see that his
subjects perform their duties according to their respective Varna and Ashrama and it is also
he who is the protector of Varnashrama;"" and we see that he is blessed and congratulated on
carrying out his duty."”

It is one of the important duties of the king to see that penance-groves are well -
protected and the rites therein are not disturbed in any way by anybody- even he should not
be a cause. So we see Dusyanta taking special care in this regard. He stops his chariot at a
respectable distance from the hermitage of Kashyapa.' He decrees that his soldiers should
not cause any disturbance.” " Dilip did not allow any retinue to follow him to the hermitage
of Vashistha for the same reason.” In all these cases one can observe that personal
considerations and feelings have been subordinated to social duty. In Vikramorvashiyam,
Urvashi is passionately attached to Pururavas, she has to depart to heaven when the message
comes to hear that her presence is necessary to stage the play written by sage Bharata."’
Pururavas may be pining for Urvashi, but he cannot neglect hos royal duties. Of course, that
helps him to divert his mind during day-time from love- sickness.”

6. Shakun., VI35a 14. Shakun., Raghu. XVI. 67.
7.Raghu., 1V.12; V1.21 15.Shakun., I. 12;Vik.,p.156
8. Shakun., V.7a 16. Shakun.,p.1

9.Vik.,II 1;Shakun., V.4 17.1bid., p.24;p.31

10. Shakun, I.116 18.Raghu.,1.37a

11.1bid.,p. 16 19.Vik.,p.184

12.1bid, p.51 20.1bid., IIL4a

13. Raghu., XV.44; Vik., V.1
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In the dialogue *' between Dilip and the lion in the Raghuvamsa, we come across the
discussion about the relative importance of one's personal safety and the assigned duty
which leads to the conclusion that duty is always spperior to personal considerations. One
must strive to perform one's own duty even at the cost of one's life.” No personal feelings
should interrupt royal duties. When Aja loses his beloved Indumati he has no freedom,
however much he may desire to abandon his life, because he must first make suitable
arrangements for the sound administration of his kingdom and then only he can die ". * Same
is the case with Sita. She cannot commit suicide by falling in to the Ganges when she is
abandoned by Rama. She has to live to give birth to her sons because as a queen it is her
duty.” Even Rama is not an exception. He abandons the pregnant Sita, even though he
knows her to be absolutely pure, for the sake of the people, because royal glory should be
held high even at the sacrifice of one's own life ;* what to say of the wife?

Thus, Kalidasa clearly suggests that duty is always superior to personal
considerations and the social duty is superior to the private one. The above discussion is
pointer to the fact that even though Kalidasa is removed from us by many centuries , he has
suggested many ways and means for a healthy social life and the betterment of the
individual. We can therefore ,safely conclude that Kalidasa is relevant to the modern man
and he must be read not only for the sake of his poetry and the delight it gives, but also for the
rich store of ethical thought which it can bring to the sensitive reader.

Human being cannot imagine without its humanity or values. All kinds of happiness,
peace, wrathful society or individual is possible through only humanly behaviors or
activities. From the above discussions, it has been observed that through his play Abhijnana
shakuntalam , Kalidasa portrays all the values of our life that should be maintain by all. In
purview of Kalidasa, the values are Truth, Auspicious and Beauty'; 'Satyam, Shivam,
Sundaram'. In the Abhijnana shakuntalam, Kalidasa portrays various types of Indian
customs, rituals with a great respect which are core values that need to be practiced.
Moreover, various types of values like once own duty, love and attraction towards the
innocent and dumps, the concept of non-violence, sympathy towards all, fello-feelings
towards natural objects, the spiritual life-style that should be maintain by everyone, the
professional ethics, honesty in profession etc. are highly reflected in the Abhijnana
shakuntalam which are gradually becomes disappear day after day in today's society. So

21.Raghu., II. 33-58 24.1bid., XIV. 65, 82
22.1Ibid., I1. 56a 25.1bid., XIV. 35.
23.1bid., VIIL.83, 92, 94
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finally, it may be concluded that indisputably the Abhijnana shakuntalam occupies a unique

position in the field of literature. This play is abundant with innumerable moral and values,
may execute as nodal approach for solving various inhuman activities and problems.
The very fact that Kalidasa is recognized as universal poet bears testimony to his Kavyas the
contents and descriptions of which are relevant even in this modern age when science and
technology have improved in astonishing manner, thereby proving that the basic principles
for contended human life in society has not differed much.

N.B.:- All page numbers refer to the Kalidasa- Granthavali, published by Akhil Bhartiya
Vikrama Parishad, Kashi (Part1I)

-Plot No 1435/C 1,
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