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Rig-Veda emphasis on the message conveyed by the Frog
-Kajol Kumari
M.Sc. Biotechnology (2019-21)

The entire universe is carved by wisdom and knowledge and one can definitely
notignore the emergence of Vedas and its core knowledge that is spread across the whole

world.

One cannot deny the fact that each and every bit of this universe is one of the
components of Veda. One such great example is highlighted in this article which
explains the importance of "Frogs" and the message they convey to the world. This is
beautifully highlighted by "Rig-Veda".

The amphibia is of great value to science and research along with its contribution

to ancient subjects like Vedas.

Here in this article the subject discussed here is merged with Rig-Veda, Science,
ethical and moral values from individual point of view. One such example is "Frog
hymn" about how it help detect the rain. According to universal superstition croaking of
frog is a sign of rain. A shloka /mantra from the chapter "Manduk Sukt" of Rig- Veda,
highlights the same. The word "Manduk" is a sanskrit derived word called as frog in
layman's language .

“sanvatsara shashyana brahmana vrtacharina,

vacham parjanya jivintam pra manduka avadishuh’”
This sanskrit mantra is well explained by a sanskrit scholar ""Macdonell". He

suggests "Frogs who are compared during the drought to heated kettles, and are
described as raising their voices together at the commencement of the rains like the

Brahmin pupil repeating lessons of their teacher.”
When we merge the concept of ecology in this context it is much more related

to "territorial behavior of animals." Frogs often exhibit territorial behavior to defend
the boundaries of their territories using a variety of vocal calls. Combining the concept of
ecology and Rig-Veda it is a clear message that the group of frog display a sign of
strength, sign of unity.
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Similarly Brahmins, who whole heartedly dedicate themselves to Yagya i.e.
Fire ceremony silently, now can vocalize their mantras in group, which sounds like a
melodious song. The message portrayed here is "work hard in silence so that your
success makes the noise.”

Related to this MacDonell himself suggests "Practicing a vow of silence." If
one knows to maintain and balance their five senses in discipline, one can easily
achieve any goal/target in their life. Frog hymn compared to Brahmin pupil here is
best example from Rig-Veda. Thus the frog hymn of Rig-Veda gives the glimpse of
educational practices of early Vedic age.

Second characteristic that Veda brings into light is "Hibernation of frogs" that is
related to rain charm theory. From an article of Harold H Bender as he publishes his
content in on the "Naturalistic Background of the 'Frog-Hymn,' Rig-Veda 7/103." He
suggests In America as in Europe and temperate latitudes in general frogs hibernate in
winter, and in India aestivate during summer season. When a large number of individuals
join in the performance, as is usually the case, the concert at the beginning of the rains is
simply deafening and is audible miles away. Thus, in a very real sense, the croaking of
the frog occurs in rainy season. Mantra quoted by saint Vashishtha in Rig-Veda also
suggests the same.

‘Divya aapah abhi yadenama

Yandritim na shushakam sarasi shayaanam,

Gawamah na mayurvatsninam

Mandukanam vagnuratra sameti I **

Mantra hints the fact that when a group of frog who aestivate in the summer, with
their dry skin comes in contact with the water produced in the space, they suddenly make
vocal calls as if expressing their happiness. They burst out in music in the manner of
concert. This expression of vocal calls is compared to the sound cows make when they
meet their calf after a long time. This is a solid evidence to prove that Vedic literature
contains various aspects of monsoon culture.

Science states
Frogs hibernate when temperatures drop below freezing. This allows them to
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stay alive during these cold months when food is harder to come by, and external
temperatures cause their body temperature to drop.

Merging the "Hibernation" concept of Rig-Veda and science they remark an
important message to individuals. One can suitably adjust in an environment, or any kind
of situation that arises in life, the phase is never permanent, after a period of hardship, a
light of hope is always coming your way, similar to the rain that excites the frog which
survived under hardships.

‘Devhitim jugupurdvadashasyam
Ritum naro n pra minantyete
Sanvatsare pravrishyagatayam tapta

Gharma ashnuvate visargam 11"

The Mantra given by Vashishth, signifies the role of frog, during rainy season,
about how they keep the god's appointed order for twelve months and never neglect their
order, or cross their lines before the rainy season. As suggested by L. Reno "The savants
miss not the decisive date." They never disrespect divine orders. They rejoice their
freedom only on monsoons and never before that, respecting the lord's decision.

The moral value it teaches "Nothing against God's will, whether it is humans or
animals." He has certainly planned everything in his manner that no one has the power to
defend.

From scientific point of view we can also infer that rainy season provides an
optimum condition for frogs, it's moreover called their mating season.

The environment is perfect for them to breed, feed, mate and attract their partners.
Science facts also suggest that life cycles of these frogs are also linked to water. From
predators point of view it's best for the group of frogs to come out in rainy season as
compared to summers, because the number of predators are less during the period.

It's so magnificent that how every science fact and subjects of ancient times
match each other in concepts. Everything has logic and a strong concept behind them,
every mantra is itself proved when we relate it to science. Also this concept of Vashishth
in his mantra is of epic importance to people.

If we go into more realistic approach "Frogs" also act as "information
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technologists" or "weather scientist" for the farmers. They accordingly plan farming
concluding the situation produced by frog says Rig-Veda. This means somewhere
traditional methods helped farmers predict the weather and perform farming. Letus view
about how science proves this fact? If this evident or not? A research article named "The
link between weather and frog romances" published by Manu Moudgil clearly states the
relation of weather and frog. Studies show that number of frog showing up on cloudy
days can be three times more in comparison to the sunny days. The weather has also been
related to maturity of female frogs. When an experiment was conducted at Karnatak
University, Dharwad, it was found that high temperature and light exposure could boost
the development of egg cells in ovaries of Rana cyanophlyctis, a species of frog spread
across South Asia. This could be a major reason why science and Veda both believe frogs

as weather predictors as we have true evidence about the same.

Second example, from an article by Katie Watson it was revealed that before
weather forecast, farmers in Britain looked to a frog in a jar of water with a small branch
for their weather predictions. Hence these evidences also suggest "Frogs are good
bioindicators.”

“Anyo anyamanu gribhnatyeno-
Rapam prasarge yadmandishatam
Manduko yadbhivristhah kanishknprishnh

samprinkate hariten vacham.””

This mantra given by Vashishth depicts the communication of two frogs that they
make on the arrival of rain.

L. Reno explained it in a beautiful manner that each frog salutes the other, when
both of them congratulate each other on water discharge. Similar concept is driven by
one more mantra of saint Vashishth.

“Yadeshamanyo anyasya vacham
Shaktasyaiv vadati shikshmanah

Sarvam tadesham samridhev parv
Yatsuvaacho vadthanadhyapsu’”
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The mantra compares the lessons repeated by students taught by their teacher to
the sound that the group of frogs make.

L. Reno portrays it as the "Repetition of speech of the other as the pupil that of the
teacher." The scientific evidence of the communication of frog is also discussed in
behavioral ecology. This is called calling strategy. Acoustic communication is essential

for the frog's survival in both territorial defense and in localization and attraction of
mates. This can be also categorized under "social recognition".

Research on animal behavior, mostly in birds and mammals, indicates that other
animals can also learn to recognize each other by their unique visual appearance and
their individually distinct voices. This ability is known as social recognition.

Social recognition occurs in a number of different behavioral contexts, such as
recognition between parent and offspring in a nest or colony, or between relatives or
social group members. These evidences suggest that how important communication
plays a role in every species, may be mammals or birds. It also helps discriminate
between self and non self.

Concluding the role of frogs in Rig-Veda, it is of utmost significance to
humankind. Unfortunately in India, tigers, elephants or peacock is mostly discussed but
our ancient subjects highlights the importance of frogs too. They are considered as good
omen in veda. They consider it as lucky-charm too. As in shlokas we discuss about its
skin, it clearly indicates that their skin is sensitive to temperature, that's why they can
predict seasonal changes much before humans can. The hibernation of a frog is like a
meditation and we can learn that it is possible to reach out a state of awareness in one leap
like a frog's meditation. The mating calls made by frogs also signify sign of fertile and
prosperity. This amphibia which lives in both land and water has a great message for
humankind. That no matter what the situation is one should be able to face each and
everything that comes to them. The hymns discussed in article perfectly blended the
croaking of frogs and yagya performed by Brahmins. Probably everything is linked, as at
those times yagya were performed to please God to bestow rain for the villages. Along

with Rig-Veda, scientific evidences also signify that the facts about the same are true.
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